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consideration. There were now In - preparation
two relief expeditions, one to carry supplies to
Pensacola, the other to Charleston. Neither was
to fight if it was not molested. Both were to be
strong enough to fight if their commanders deemed
it necessary. As flagship of the Charleston expe-
dition, Welles had detailed the powerful warship
Powhatan, which was rapidly being made ready
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Such was the situa-
tion as Welles understood it when he was thinking
of bed late on the night of the 6th of April. Until
then he had not suspected that there was doubt
and bewilderment about the Powhatan at Brooklyn.
One of those dispatches which Lincoln had so
hastily signed provided for detaching the Powhatan
from the Charleston expedition and sending it safe
out of harm's way to Pensacola. The commander
of the ship hud before him the conflicting orders,
one from the President, one from the Secretary of
the Navy. He was about to sail under the Presi-
dent's orders for Pensacola; but wishing to make
sure of his authority, he had telegraphed to Wash-
ington. Gideon Welles was a pugnacious man.
His dislike for Seward was deep-seated. Imagine
his state of mind when it was accidently revealed
to him that Seward had gone behind his back and